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What Constitutes "Evidence That Matters"?

Defining Meaningful Pacific Evidence:

• Pacific-led, locally relevant, and culturally responsive
• Co-designed with communities and frontline health workers
• Context-specific vs. external models

• “But generating meaningful evidence is only the first step. The real 
question is: what do we do with that evidence once we have it?”



From Research to Implementation in Action
Translating Evidence into Clinical Practice
The pathway: Research question → Pacific evidence → Partnerships 
→ Implementation



• Informs National Strategy to 
fight non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs)such as 
diabetes, heart disease, and 
hypertension by measuring 
behavioral and metabolic risk 
factors like obesity, tobacco 
use, high blood pressure, and 
poor diet.



Research as Health Workforce Development
Building People, Partnerships, and Systems

Research as a vehicle for mentorship and analytical skill-building

Linking academic institutions directly with Ministries of Health

Solmon Islands Kiribati
Tuvalu



Research as Health Workforce Development
Building People, Partnerships, and Systems

Case Study: PEMNeT (Pacific Emergency Maternal and Neonatal 
Training)

Multidisciplinary simulation training & national credentialing







Pacific Islands Health Research Symposium 
(PIHRS)



Conclusion & Future Priorities
What Evidence Leaves Behind

• Better practice 
• Stronger systems 
• Local leadership 
• Skilled workforce

Sustaining Pacific research capacity & regional partnerships



Vinaka Vakalevu
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